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SUB J : LAO REFUGEE PROBLEMS 

1. AMBASSADOR MET WITH FORMER MINISTERS NGON SANANIKONE 
AND HOUMPHANH SAIGNASITH AS WELL AS GENERAL KOUPRASITH 
ABHAY 8 JUNE. THEY WERE IN RELATIVELY GOOD SPIRITS AND 
WERE NOT SEEKING FAVORS FOR THEMSELVES. THEIR PERCEPTION 
OF THE LAO REFUGEE PROBLEM IS THAT IT HAS SEVERAL ALMOST 
UNRELATED ASPECTS. 

A) THE MEO AND VANG PAO. THE LAO BELIEVE THAT THE 
MEO WILL KEEP ON SEEPING INTO THAILAND WHETHER VANG PAO 
IS HERE OR NOT. THE THAI ARE MISTAKEN IF THEY THINK 
THEY CAN FORCE THEM BACK INTO LAOS. OBVIOUSLY THE 
PRESENCE OF THE MEO AND ESPECIALLY OF VANG PAO PRESENTS 
A REAL PROBLEM TO THE THAI AT A MOMENT WHEN THEY WISH 
TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH PEKING, HANOI AND THE 
PATHET LAO. VANG PAO IS THE ONLY PERSON WHO CAN HELP 
THE THAI GET THE MEO RESETTLED IN THAILAND IN A 
RELATIVELY ORDERLY WAY. BUT MAYBE HE SHOULD LEAVE 
CONSPICUOUSLY FOR THE U.S. AND COME BACK QUIETLY TO 
HELP SORT THINGS OUT WHEN THE DUST HAS SETTLED A BIT. 

THE IDEA OF RESETTLING ANY SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF MEO 
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IN THE U.S. IS ABSURB AND SURELY AN AREA IN THAILAND 
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CAN BE FOUND WHERE THEY CAN RESUME THEIR TRADITIONAL 
WAY OF LIFE. 

B) THE THAI DAM. THE FRENCH HAVE A LONG-STANDING 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE THAI DAM GOING BACK TO DIEN 
BIEN PHU. THEY ALSO HAVE CLOSE LINKS WITH THE THAI 

DAM HERE AND THEIR RESETTLEMENT WILL PRESENT NO PROBLEM. 

C) LAO OFFICIALS. THE FORMER LAO MINISTERS AND 

OTHER SENIOR OFFICIALS HAVE ADOPTED A POLICY OF KEEPING 
A LOW PROFILE AND OF DEALING WITH FRIENDLY TECHNICIANS 
IN THE THAI MINISTRIES. THEY BELIEVE THAT WITH THEIR 
HELP (AND PRINCIPALLY WITH THE HELP OF GENERAL WITHUN) 

THEY WILL BE ABLE TO GET RESIDENCE PERMITS AND SETTLE 
QUIETLY IN THAILAND. THE QUESTION OF HOW THEY WILL BE 
ALLOWED TO EARN THEIR LIVING IS UNRESOLVED. NOTWITH- 
STANDING ALL THE RUMORS OF THE WEALTH THEY AMASSED 
THROUGH CORRUPT PRACTICES, THEY ARE ALMOST WITHOUT 
FUNDS. NGON IS IN A VERY HUMBLE HOUSE ON THE 
OUTSKIRTS OF BANGKOK. HOMPHANH IS IN A CHEAP HOTEL AND 
KOUPRASITH IS IN A HOUSE LOANED TO HIM BY A THAI ARMY 
OFFICER. 

D) BOUN OUM AND HIS ENTOURAGE. BOUN OUM AND AN 
UNKNOWN NUMBER OF HIS FOLLOWERS ARE IN UBON WHERE THEY 
HAVE KINSMEN AND FRIENDS. THIS OUTFIT WILL FADE INTO 

THE WOODWORK. 

E) LAO JUNIOR OFFICERS, NON-COMS AND FUNCTIONARIES. 

THE ONLY SERITUS IMMEDIATE PROBLEM IS THAT OF LAO JUNIOR 
OFFICERS AND OTHER SUBORDINATES WHO ARRIVED IN THAILAND 
VIRTUALLY PENNILESS. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR EXPLAINED CURRENT U.S. POLICIES WITH 
REGARD TO INDO-CHINA REFUGEES. NGON AND THE OTHERS SAID 
THEY RECOGNIZED THE PRIORITIES PRESENTLY ESTABLISHED. 

THE LAO PROBLEM WAS RATHER SPECIAL, HOWEVER, AS IT WAS 
THEIR CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH AMERICA AND WITH AMERICAN 
POLICIES WHICH HAD CAUSED THE PERSONAL DIFFICULTIES 
WHICH THE LAO NOW IN THAILAND CONFRONTED. THEY EXPRESSED 
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THE HOPE THAT THE U.S. WOULD BE GENEROUS AND FLEXIBLE 
IN GRANTING VISAS TO LAO WHO HAD TAKEN REFUGE HERE, 

WHO SPOKE ENGLISH AND WOULD NOT BE HARD TO RESETTLE 
AND TOWARD WHOM WE HAD A MORAL OBLIGATION. THE 
AMBASSADOR SAID THE CASES WOULD BE REVIEWED ON AN 
INDIVIDUAL BASIS. THE LAO ALSO PLEADED FOR ASSISTANCE TO 
THE TOTALLY IMPOVERISHED FROM SOME PRIVATE AMERICAN RELIEF 
AGENCY. THE AMBASSADOR ASKED WHETHER THE LAO HAD CREATED A 
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WELFARE COMMITTEE OF SOME KIND. OBVIOUSLY NOTHING THAT COULD 
BE ACCEPTABLE BUT SOME RESPONSIBLE LAO SHOULD KNOW WHICH 
OF THEIR COMPATRIOTS WERE IN SERIOUS DIFFICULTY. THE LAT 
SAID THAT GENERAL ETAM IN UDORN WAS THE INFORMAL COORDINATOR 
OF THE LAO RESETTLEMENT PROBLEM FOR THOSE IN THE UDORN 
AREA. THE AMBASSADOR UNDERTOOK TO SEE WHETHER WITHOUT 
CREATING PROBLEMS WITH THE THAI SOME AMERICAN RELIEF 
COULD BE GIVEN TO THE TRULY NEEDY PENDING THEIR 
RESETTLING THEMSELVES IN THAILAND. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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